
A WATER POLICY MOMENT: 
INFRASTRUCTURE, FISH AND PRIORITIES
     Until recently, California endured a five-year 
drought that drove rivers dry and farmers to the pump. 
The drought created a situation where farmers in the 
Central Valley, who play a vital role in feeding the 
world, weren’t receiving enough water to produce their 
crops.
     Instead of allocating addi-
tional water to these farmers, 
Governor Brown and the state 
have continuously opted to 
pump water into the ocean to 
revive the dwindling numbers 
of the delta smelt. About 50 
percent of the state’s water is 
used for environmental pur-
poses, while agricultural and 
urban use make up 40 and 
10 percent respectively. De-
spite the state’s redirection 
of water, for environmental 
purposes, there is no growth in the population of the 
smelt. If the water currently going out to sea was in-
stead used for households and agriculture, the drought 
wouldn’t have put such a strain on the state.
     Now that we received significant rainfall and some 
relief from the drought, California should focus on 
repairing existing and building additional water in-
frastructure. The Oroville Dam is one example of the 
need for maintaining our key infrastructure. During 
the wet season, a large hole appeared in the dam lead-
ing to the use of its emergency spillways. Over 180,000 
people were evacuated from the surrounding areas that 
were deemed at risk of potential floodwaters. Thank-
fully the dam held and no one was hurt, but according 
to The Mercury News, repairs were estimated at $4.7 
million per day. California should not only repair and 

maintain its infrastructure, the state should take initia-
tive and build additional water storage in the form of 
dams and reservoirs.
     Additional infrastructure would have captured 
more rainwater (from the wettest year on record) and 

would have put the state on the 
right foot heading into the next 
inevitable drought. Instead, 
precious water the state could 
have stored went uncaptured. 
If you combine California’s in-
frastructural needs and the fact 
that 50 percent of the state’s 
water is pushed out to sea, it’s 

fair to question the priorities 
of state and federal officials, 
who continue to place an 
undue burden on urban us-
ers while paying scant atten-
tion to larger infrastructure 

and policy disconnects.
     As a water Company, we are proud of the many 
initiatives that we have in place to promote respon-
sible water use. The large majority of our customers 
made significant sacrifices and led the way in water 
conservation during this historic drought. Though the 
state-imposed drought restrictions, limiting watering 
to three days per week, are no longer in place, we will 
always encourage 
responsible use of 
our precious natural 
resources, while staying 
informed about the 
policy decisions being 
made – or not – by our 
elected officials. 

“Even as the drought eases, California’s             
leaders need to think about how they allocate 
our water. As a community, I am proud to say 
Oildale has done a good job conserving this 
precious resource.”

Doug Nunneley, General Manager of Oildale 
Mutual Water Company
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WHAT IN THE WORLD IS A “GSA”?
And why should water customers care?

     Our community welcomed abundant rainfall this 
past winter, but the state continues numerous 
regulations including implementation of a ground-
water monitoring program called the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA - 
pronounced “SIG-ma”), which will limit the amount of 
water which can be pumped. 
     The long-term goal of SGMA is to secure our water 
supply for the future by attaining sustainable ground-
water management across California. This act calls for 
entities within medium and high-priority groundwa-
ter basins to form Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies (GSAs). The Kern County Sub-
basin is considered high-priority due to 
the severe overdraft condition of this 
basin.
     In case you aren’t familiar with a 
GSA, it’s a regulatory body tasked with 
creating and implementing plans to 
manage groundwater; plans which will 
need to be implemented between 2020 
and 2022. These agencies must be 
created by June 30, 2017. Our com-
pany is participating in the Kern River 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s GSA 
and may participate in additional GSAs in the future.
     It is imperative that we meet these goals, otherwise 
the state may step in and seize control and/or levy 
fines on our agency- fines that could be passed along 
to our customers. As you may know, Oildale Mutual 
Water Company relies on the pumping of 
groundwater to meet the needs of many of our 
customers, but SGMA aims to restrict the amount of 

groundwater that we can pump. This puts our region 
at a severe disadvantage due to the lack of water that 
flows into Bakersfield. This means that to be 
successful, accountability and the continued 
cooperation of everyone in our service territory are 
imperative.
     You can help us reach overall conservation goals by 
continuing to save water in and around your home. 
This means only washing full loads of laundry and 
dishes, as well as only watering between 6 p.m. and 10 
a.m. to reduce the effects of evaporation. Other 

methods include turning off the tap when 
brushing your teeth or shaving and taking  

shorter showers. 
         Though water conservation may 
be the last thing on your mind 
following Governor Brown’s decision 
to lift the emergency drought 
regulations, we still urge you to 
conserve where possible and 
continue watering only three days per 
week. 
       Conservation, even during wet 

years, helps improve the groundwater 
table for the entire groundwater basin which 

we have all enjoyed for decades. Conserving water in 
any year, no matter wet or dry, also reduces 
expenses for the Company and helps maintain low 
rates for all our customers. Although the formation 
of a GSA is a state-mandate, we can maintain local 
control by meeting the deadlines established and 
continuing to be good stewards of our valuable water 
resources – come rain or shine.
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