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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT…EXCERPTS FROM…
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 Sure, Oildale has a reputation as a rough and tumble 
place. Brawling is kind of expected. But a water fight? In 
Oildale? Oh yes, and it’s gettin’ ugly. The two main water 
districts up there are engaged in a bitter legal feud that will 
likely end up costing both entities hundreds of thousands, if 
not millions, of dollars. Who do you think will ultimately 
bear that cost? Anyone with a faucet who lives in the ’08, 
that’s who. And no matter who wins this most recent lawsuit, 
filed last November, the same problems will still exist, all the 
same complaints will eventually resurface and history will 
repeat itself over and over. 
 That’s because North of the River Municipal Water 
District and Oildale Mutual Water Company are trapped in 
a seriously dysfunctional relationship. 
 Oildale residents really need to get involved and demand 
a change in how the district and company do business. 
They’re the ones on the hook, after all. 
 And I’m not just talking about the constant legal 

wrangling. 
 The North of the River district, a public entity with 
elected board members who are answerable to the public 
(hint, hint), needs to be watched — closely. One small 
peek under the floorboards was enough to make me do a 
double take.
 The district spent more than $31,000 on travel for 
employees and board members in 2008. They spent that 
much again in 2010. Most years the amount hovered around 
$15,000 a year. In the last two years the district has cut back 
on travel, relatively speaking. But if I paid property taxes in 
Oildale, which is one of the district’s main funding sources, 
I’d still question the nearly $10,000 spent on employee 
and board member travel this past year. I can’t think of 
any justification for a district with six (6!) employees to 
spend that kind of taxpayer money on travel every year.
 And that’s just one of the many brow-raising expenditures 
that surfaced after Oildale Mutual got a whiff of what it felt 
was bad accounting and started asking questions back in 
2008, which led to the current lawsuit. 

To read the entire column please 
go to our website:  www.oildalewater.com 

billings.  However, the District has since changed its position 
and refused to acknowledge and/or negotiate any over-charges 
to Oildale Mutual. This forced our company to pursue litigation 
in order to protect our customers’ rights.
 Ultimately we believe the problem lies with the elected 
members of the North of the River Municipal Water District 
Board of Directors. These individuals have utterly failed to run 
a fiscally responsible public agency accountable to the taxpayers.  
Unfortunately, they are more interested in defending their past 
practices than they are in correcting them. 
 As stated recently by Lois Henry in The Bakersfield 
Californian, “The North of the River district, a public entity 
with elected board members who are answerable to the public 
(hint, hint), needs to be watched — closely. One small peek 
under the floorboards was enough to make me do a double 
take.”
 We agree.  And we hope that you will join our board in 
supporting individuals who will show leadership, integrity and 

accountability to the taxpaying public. The current NORMWD 
board spends an incredible amount of time and money on their 
own expensive travel, while failing to exercise leadership over 
the accounting, expenditures and transparency of the water 
district.
 The recent admission by the NOR Municipal Water 
District’s general manager that they would like to take over 
Oildale Mutual, thereby having no one “watching closely,” 
brings additional urgency to this election. We have no intention 
of standing idly by while a government agency usurps a private 
entity, bringing their wild overspending to ALL Oildale citizens 
and raising the cost of our water. 
 We will keep you posted via this newsletter and please visit 
the website http://www.reformnorwater.com/. We look forward 
to supporting positive changes, honest leadership and financial 
accountability for the NORMWD Board of Directors in this 
November’s election.  We welcome your support as water users, 
taxpayers and voters.
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 With only 11 years 
on the Board, Bill 
Purkiser may be the 
newest member of 
the Oildale Mutual 
Water Company’s 
Board of Directors, 
but he’s certainly no 
stranger to its service 
area, where he’s lived 
all of his 69 years. 
 C o n v i n c i n g 
Purkiser to join the 
Board was an easy sell 
by long-time friends 
already serving. 
Purkiser said he was 
eager to do his part to “keep a good, dependable water 
source in Oildale at a good price.” 
 “The Board’s goal is to look out for the people of Oildale 
and they do a fantastic job,” he said. “It’s a challenge to 
maintain a good water supply, but they stay on top of it.” 
 Public service is second nature to Purkiser, who retired 
more than two decades ago as a Captain from the Kern 
County Fire Department after 27 years of service. A military 
veteran, Purkiser served “all over the Pacific” in the U.S. 
Navy during the Cold War years between the Korean and 
Vietnam wars. 
 OMWC General Manager Doug Nunneley said Purkiser 
brings every bit of that service experience to the Board in a 
role he’s ideally suited for, thanks, in particular, to his former 
career as a firefighter.
 “He knows about fire protection and the size supply lines 
must be in order to provide adequate flows,” Nunneley said. 
“He understands water delivery and hydrant maintenance 
and other technical matters that make his input invaluable.”
 Once retired from the County, Purkiser set about turning 
a hobby into a full-time second career as owner and operator 
of Central Seat Cover, an auto upholstery business located 
at the corner of California and Chester Avenues. He retired 
from the business eight years ago.
 That business acumen is a trait Purkiser shares with his 
fellow board members, each of whom owns or has owned 

 Amid reports of irresponsible accounting, extravagant trips 
and dubious expenditures of taxpayer dollars, North of the River 
Municipal Water District has apparently decided that silencing 
their critics beats reforming their fiscally-questionable ways.  In 
a radio interview on June 20th, NOR Water District General 
Manager David Aranda admitted that their government agency 
would like to simply takeover Oildale Mutual Water Company and 
eliminate the only private water source for thousands of Oildale 
citizens. Oildale Mutual is a fiscally solvent company that has been 
reliably providing water to the area since 1919. 
 In addition, Becky McClure, president of the NORMWD 
Board of Directors, has requested the names, addresses and voting 
rights of each of our company’s shareholders – that is information 
about all of  YOU, our customers. You can see a copy of her request 
(as well as listen to Mr. Aranda’s interview) on our website.  Given 
that the citizens of Oildale Mutual have a shareholder election 
coming up this fall for our Board of Directors, the agenda behind 
the request is more than transparent.
 So, what can the citizens of Oildale expect should NOR 
Municipal Water District succeed in high-jacking our private, 
shareholder-owned water company?  Let’s take a look at what 
taxpayers and water customers might be in for should Government 
(NOR Water District) take over Oildale Mutual Water Company:
	 •	 Tens	of	thousands	of	taxpayer	and	ratepayer	dollars	spent	
on travel junkets (China, Canada and Cuba have all been approved 
in the past)

their own business. 
All of which works 
out nicely for water 
Company customers. 
 “We don’t operate 
like a government 
entity,” he said. “We 
know how to pinch 
pennies.”
When not grappling 
with water issues, 
Purkiser spends much 
of his time working 
on one of his great 
passions - hotrods. 
Though retired from 
the business, he still 

keeps his hand in, working on cars in his garage.
 “I just enjoy the sport,” Purkiser said. “My wife’s not into 
it, but she’s fine that I am and she always knows where to 
find me.” 
Purkiser and his wife Diane have been married 47 years 
and have two children, both of whom, like their dad, 
graduated from North High School. They’re also the proud 
grandparents of four.  
 Purkiser knows the Oildale area like he knows his own 
backyard and can even recall the cost of water from the days, 
long ago, when he started paying his own bills.  
 “I remember I paid $2.92 for my water bill,” he said, with 
a broad grin.
 Perhaps that fond memory is one of the reasons Purkiser 
works so hard to keep water costs down. Or it could be his 
compassion for the area’s many seniors on fixed incomes 
and low-wage earners who cannot afford high water prices. 
Whatever his inspiration, it’s a battle worth fighting, he said. 
 

Bringing Business Smarts to Water Oversight

	 •	 Tens	of	thousands	of	taxpayer	and	ratepayer	dollars	going	
to Board members for mileage, travel and “meetings” – apparently 
loosely defined as Board president Becky McClure racked up 78 
“meetings” and over $9,000.00 in cash for herself in 2010 alone.

	 •	 Taxpayer-financed	 home	 security	 system	 installed	 at	
employees’ private residence in the Tehachapi area? NOR Water 
board approved an $8,200.00 system plus monthly monitoring 
expenses for their prior GM – funded by ratepayers.

	 •	 Employee	costs	are	approximately	35%	higher	than	Oildale	
Mutual’s despite the fact that the Oildale Mutual’s employees have 
been union employees since 1977.

	 •	 Higher	 water	 rates	 to	 fund	 these	 extravagances	 –
Comparing the average yearly charge per connection, NOR Water 
District charges approximately $950 per year per connection while 
Oildale	Mutual’s	is	$611,	a	difference	of	over	55%.	

“Oildale Mutual does not believe for a second that government can 
provide a better product, at a lower cost than our privately owned 
water company does,” stated Oildale Mutual Board President Don 
Wattenbarger. “And NOR Municipal Water District has proven 
this to be true with their extravagant spending on things we don’t 
want, don’t need and can’t afford.”

Free-spending NOR Water seeks 
Takeover of Oildale Mutual

Government Agency wants to eliminate the citizen’s private water company

 “As long as I can make a positive 
contribution and people like the 
job I’m doing, I’m here,” he said.

 As most of our customers know, your Board of Directors has 
been fighting a culture of rampant over-spending, over-charging 
and under-reporting by our water wholesaler, North of the River 
Municipal Water District.  
 NORMWD, a taxpayer financed public agency, primarily 
exists to buy treated water from the Kern County Water Agency 
and resell it to others, like Oildale Mutual Water Company.  Those 
efforts come with charges that are supposed to be directly related 

Oildale Mutual Water Company Needs Your Help!
Why Oildale Mutual will support New Candidates for election 

to the NOR Municipal Water District Board of Directors

to the costs of providing water for our customers. However, unlike 
Oildale Mutual, North of the River Municipal Water District does 
not operate in a cost-conscious, fiscally responsible manner.  They 
spend extravagantly and simply pass the cost on to our customers.
 When confronted with these questionable practices, 
NORMWD initially agreed to make some adjustments to past 
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billings.  However, the District has since changed its position 
and refused to acknowledge and/or negotiate any over-charges 
to Oildale Mutual. This forced our company to pursue litigation 
in order to protect our customers’ rights.
 Ultimately we believe the problem lies with the elected 
members of the North of the River Municipal Water District 
Board of Directors. These individuals have utterly failed to run 
a fiscally responsible public agency accountable to the taxpayers.  
Unfortunately, they are more interested in defending their past 
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 As stated recently by Lois Henry in The Bakersfield 
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board spends an incredible amount of time and money on their 
own expensive travel, while failing to exercise leadership over 
the accounting, expenditures and transparency of the water 
district.
 The recent admission by the NOR Municipal Water 
District’s general manager that they would like to take over 
Oildale Mutual, thereby having no one “watching closely,” 
brings additional urgency to this election. We have no intention 
of standing idly by while a government agency usurps a private 
entity, bringing their wild overspending to ALL Oildale citizens 
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